
 

Effective: March 29, 2022 

American Rescue Plan: HEERF III Awarding Guidelines 

 

The American Rescue Plan, passed March 11, 2021, authorized the Higher Education Emergency Relief 

Fund III (HEERF III) “in support to institutions of higher education to serve students and ensure learning 

continues during the COVID-19 pandemic.”  

 

Alice Lloyd College (ALC) students will receive additional emergency grant funds as a result of the 

approved American Rescue Plan.  

 

ALC felt that every student enrolled on or after March 13, 2020 faced expenses greater than they would 

have had this disruption not occurred. The College normally provides infrastructure such as internet 

access and electricity that students must have then provided for themselves. As such, the College 

previously awarded emergency grant funds from both the CARES Act and CRSSA to all enrolled 

students deemed eligible in both May 2020 and March 2021. Funds were disbursed in July 2021 to the 

students who were previously deemed ineligible (i.e. international and/or DACA students). 

 

HEERF III expanded student eligibility for all emergency grants authorized through the American Rescue 

Plan and retroactively allowed awarding for all individuals enrolled who met the definition of student. 

 

As announced in the Department’s final rule, “Eligibility To Receive Emergency Financial Aid Grants to 

Students Under HEERF” (May 14, 2021, 86 FR 26608) (final rule), the term “student,” for purposes of 

the phrases “grants to students,” “emergency financial aid grants to students,” and “financial aid grants to 

students” as used in the HEERF programs, is now defined as any individual who is or was enrolled (as 

defined in 34 CFR § 668.2) at an eligible institution (as defined in 34 CFR § 600.2) on or after March 13, 

2020, the date of declaration of the national emergency due to the coronavirus (85 FR 15337). Thus, 

students are no longer required to be eligible for Title IV student financial aid in order to receive HEERF 

grants to students. Put more plainly, students who are or were enrolled in an institution of higher 

education during the COVID-19 national emergency are eligible for emergency financial aid grants from 

the HEERF, regardless of whether they completed a Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) 

or are eligible for Title IV. As under the CRRSAA, institutions are directed with the ARP funds to 

prioritize students with exceptional need, such as students who receive Pell Grants or are undergraduates 

with extraordinary financial circumstances in awarding emergency financial aid grants to students. 

 

The Department’s final rule on student eligibility for HEERF states that all students who are or were 

enrolled in an institution of higher education during the COVID-19 national emergency are eligible for 

emergency financial aid grants from the HEERF, regardless of whether they completed a FAFSA or are 

eligible for Title IV. That includes citizens, permanent residents, refugees, asylum seekers, Deferred 

Action for Childhood Arrival (DACA) recipients, other DREAMers, and similar undocumented 

students. International students may also receive HEERF. 

 

ALC feels that current students continue to feel the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic. Therefore, 

current ALC Spring 2022 students will now be awarded additional funding. Student awards will be 

determined based on the student’s Pell-eligible status. 

 

If eligible for the aid in question, the amount(s) will be as follows: 

Pell eligible - $5,100   Dec 2021 Pell eligible - $5,115.50 

Non-Pell eligible - $4,300  Dec 2021 Non-Pell eligible - $4,305.50 


