Justin Fuller
Working Hard to be a Middle School Teacher

When you walk into Miss Irma’s Café — Alice Lloyd
College’s campus hot-spot for specialty coffees, hot sandwiches, and
wireless internet while you wait — you will most likely be greeted
with a broad smile by Justin — the work-study student — who calls
you by first name as you come through the door. In a small
community like Pippa Passes, it’s not marketing — it’s simply Eastern
Kentucky hospitality.

X Justin began to dream of being a teacher years ago — when he
1 was in grade school at Feds Creek Elementary in neighboring Pike
County, Kentucky. You see, he had wonderful teachers who truly
cared about him and his fellow students. Justin knew that they cared,
and they became his role models — and instilled in him a desire to
become a teacher, himself, and help the next generation of kids.

In 2006, Justin enrolled at Alice Lloyd College as a freshman. He will tell you that he chose ALC
because it was small, close to home, and well-known for its Teacher Education Program. The College’s
reputation of graduating students with the least amount of debt sealed his decision.

Justin comes from a typical family of four. His father is a coal miner, his mother is a teller at the
local bank, and his little sister — who is very special to him — is still in high school. You can hear the
pride in his voice when he speaks of her. The family is very supportive of Justin, and they help him in
every way they can, but Justin prefers to earn his own way.

All students at ALC are required to WORK for their education, and Justin embraces the work
ethic. His first work-study assignment was grounds maintenance — weed-trimming on the steep hillsides
in warm weather, and de-icing walkways and bridges on cold winter mornings. As a sophomore, Justin
was a teacher’s aide at The June Buchanan School - the college preparatory, K-12 school on ALC’s
campus. That position reinforced his decision to become a teacher — he loved working with the kids and
tutoring those who needed a little extra encouragement.

This year, Justin is working in Miss Irma’s Café where he takes food orders, operates the cash
register, prepares food and cleans up at the end of the day. Justin is very polite and helpful, and
maintains a neat, clean-cut appearance. He is such an excellent worker that the food service director
hires him for extra duty whenever special events require additional servers — and Justin is always happy
to earn a few extra dollars for personal expenses.

Justin plans to do his student teaching this semester and will graduate with a degree in
Elementary Education, Middle School Math and Social Studies in May 2010. His professors are
extremely complimentary of his classroom performance. In fact, last spring Justin was selected to
receive the Student Teacher Award which will provide him with $250 for professional clothing, gasoline
and other expenses directly related to student teaching. No doubt, Justin will soon be a role model for his
own students.
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